This result I attribute to the absence of irritation from putrefaction or antiseptic irrigation, which it appears to me leads to chronic inflammation with thickening and subsequent contraction and cicatrization of the thickened pleura. The result in the two cases may be compared to the pliability of a cicatrix, the result of primary union, and of that by granulations. The former is soft, pliable, and non-adherent; the latter firm, non-distensible, and adherent to the underlying bone. In empyema the lung should expand if the irritation by injections and putrefaction is avoided, because I think these cases show that aseptic pus does not lead to so marked thickening and contraction of the pleura as to cause compression and binding down of the lung by adhesions.
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